PREFACE   TO   THE THIRD EDITION
The time seems now to have come to bring the story told
in this book, which originally stopped short at the eve of the
Great War, of 1914-1918 up to the outbreak of the second
Great War of 1939. The epilogue to the first edition has also
been rewritten and the Notes for Further Reading once more
revised to include some of the books published since the
appearance of the second edition five years ago. Otherwise
the work remains exactly as first written, when the world was
yet hardly recovered from the effects of one universal war and
another seemed happily remote.
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